
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box USO 

Alexandria. Vusinb 223 13- 1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/814,708 



03/31/2004 



Oscar Miramontes 



47713 7590 10/05/2005 

SILICON EDGE LAW GROUP LLP 
6601 KOLL center PARKWAY, SUITE 245 
PLEASANTON, CA 94566 



ZIL-574 



7207 



EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



GOINS, DAVETTA WOODS 

"I 



PAPER NUMBER 



2632 



DATE MAILED: 10/05/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication conceming this application or proceeding. 



PTO.90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/814,708 


Appiicant(s) 

MIRAMONTES. OSCAR 


Examinor 

Davetta W. Goins 


Art Unit 

2632 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an apphcation for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international apphcation designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-11 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Huang et al. (US Pat. Application 20040070491 Al). 

In reference to claims 1-5, 7-1 1, 13-15, 17-20, Huang discloses the claimed method of receiving 
a programming signal onto an RFID reader in a remote control device, wherein the programming 
signal conveys codeset data, which is met by a universal remote control 10 is provided with 
appliance activated setup ("DAS") capability whereby the universal remote control 10 may be 
setup by appliances to command functions of the appliances, illustrated as a TV set 14 and a 
VCR 15. The remote control 10 includes a microcontroller 19, a transmitter and a receiver (or 
transceiver), generally labeled as 25, various command keys, generally labeled as 16, and a 
power key or button 17, all as is well known. As illustrated, it is to be understood that soft keys 
displayed on a touch screen could be substituted for or used in conjunction with hard keys. 
Communications between illustrated devices may be performed using infrared (IR) transmissions 
and/or other transmission mediums such as radio frequency (RF), inductive coupUng, visible 
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light (e.g., modulating a TV picture signal) (page 2, col. 1). RFID tags con5)rising an RF 
transceiver IC chip 1020 programmed with a product identification, together with a coil 1010 
which serves both as an antenna and to gather power from the signal generated by the reading 
device (i.e., in the case of a "passive" or reader powered tag). The RFID tag 1000 illustrated in 
FIG. 10a is adapted for use in conjunction with a product label 1030, while the RFID tag 1 100 
illustrated in FIG. 10b is miniaturized and encapsulated 1040 (page 4, column 1), or retrieving 
the RFID tag data, the universal remote control 10 may be adapted to emit radio signals that 
function to activate the RFID tag to thereby read the RFID tag data. For example, the radio 
signals may be emitted from the universal remote control 10 in response to activation of a 
"setup" button of the universal remote control. The electromagnetic field produced by the 
antenna 102 can be limited in range so as to allow the universal remote control 10 to control the 
number of RFID tags to be read (page 4, column 2). 

In reference to claims 6, 16, Huang discloses the claimed RFID transponder that is part of an 
electronic consumer device, which is met by the RFID is attached to TV set 14 and VCR 15 
(page 2, column 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Huang et al. in 
view of Collins et al. (US Pat. 6,392,544 Bl) 

In reference to claims 12, although Huang does not specifically disclose the claimed capacitor, 
wherein the capacitor and the coupUng element together from an LC circuit, which is met by 
communications between illustrated devices may be performed using infrared (IR) transmissions 
and/or other transmission mediums such as radio frequency (RF), inductive coupling, visible 
light (e.g., modulating a TV picture signal) (page 2, col. 1). RFID tags comprising an RF 
transceiver IC chip 1020 programmed with a product identification, together with a coil 1010 
which serves both as an antenna and to gather power from the signal generated by the reading 
device (i.e., in the case of a "passive" or reader powered tag) (page 2, column 1). Collins 
discloses a system including a plurality of electrostatic antenna elements 122a-i are disbursed 
selectively onto shelves 102. Electrostatic antenna elements 122a-i are shown in FIG. 1 
vertically disbursed, but are altematively horizontally or otherwise disbursed or distributed. 
The active areas 130a-e are areas selected to have respective adjacent electrostatic antennas 
energized to read articles with RFID tags in the active areas 130a-e. For exannple, if a first 
electrostatic antenna element 122a and a second electrostatic antenna element 122b are 
energized with a potential difference, that is, one being connected to a first potential terminal of 
a RFID exciter circuit and the other being connected to a second potential terminal of the 
exciter circuit, then an electric field is generated generally around active area 130a such that 
articles 1 12, which have RFID tags 132, are excited and energized via capacitive couphng to 
retum data to an exciter. Since Huang discloses a system that includes an RF reader that uses 
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inductive coupling, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to incorporate the teaching of using a capacitor and couphng the element together 
form an LC circuit, as disclosed by Collins, with the system of Huang, as another means for 
ensuring that the reader reading the codes associated with the tag. 

5. The prior art of record and not reUed upon is considered pertinent to the applicant's 
disclosure as follows. Kretschmann (US Pat. 6,167,464), which discloses an RF reader in 
communication with several machines. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Davetta W. Goins whose telephone number is 571-272-2957. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri with every other Fri. off. 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel Wu can be reached on 571-272-2964. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubhshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Davetta W. Goins 
Primary Examiner 




Art Unit 2632 



DWG. 
October 2, 2005 



